


Mimic Windows XP 


an ersatz version of the latest OS 


By Harry Baggen 


The latest operating system from Microsoft, called XP contains a num- 
ber of significant improvement over its predecessors. At a price, how- 
ever, because an upgrade from 95/98/ME to XP is pretty expensive. If you 
are not convinced of all the technical tweaks in XP but still like its appear- 
ance, there plenty of opportunity for ‘home improvement’ using the XP 
wallpapers and icons that can be found on the Internet. 


Clearly, the XP operating system is a much 
more stable basis for Windows programs that 
any of its predecessors. This is the result of a 
lot of hard work ‘under the bonnet’. Also, sig- 
nificant improvements have been achieved as 
compared with the 9x and ME releases. How- 
ever, if you're new to XP the first thing you 
will notice is its desktop and icons rather that 
any of its improved features. Clearly, the Win- 
dows programmers have give en a lot of 
attention to ‘cosmetics’ this time. It alls looks 
a bit more ‘pop art’ with rounded icons, pas- 
tel colours and coloured backgrounds. 

The new ‘look’ seems to have been 
received well by many Windows users, and 
computer addicts will no doubt wonder if and 
how the XP appearance can be applied to 
Windows 95, 98 or ME. All without actually 
buying an XP upgrade, of course, because 
that to many is nothing short of being robbed 
of hard earned money. Unfortunately, XP offers 
a number of desktop options that are not 
found in older versions of Windows. Unless, of 
course, we call in the help of a fine selection 
of software tools! More about these further on. 

To start with, the simplest method. We 
locate a set of cursors and icons that look like 
those of XP Next we add to these an XP wall- 
paper. If desired, the blend can be completed 
with an XP-ish screensaver and we're in 
business. 

Although collections of XP icons float 
around on the Internet, it is far more useful to 
have a program available that adapts every- 
thing in one go. XP Icons [1] is a shareware 
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program that replaces your existing 
icons by XP-like equivalents (there 
are more than 90). Furthermore, this 
little program allows you to apply a 
transparent background to the text 
part of the icons. This will prove use- 
ful if you like changing the desktop 
appearance a lot. 

A slightly less extensive alterna- 
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tive is XP Icon Raider [2] which 
does roughly the same but comes 
free of charge. 

For a suitable background you 
may want to visit one of the countless 
wallpaper or XP websites. We came 
across two that offer a really fine 
selection of XP backgrounds and 
associated photographs: Windows 
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eXperience [3] and Win XP Wallpa- 
per [4]. A background is simply 
copied into the Windows folder, 
whereupon it may be selected by 
right-clicking on Desktop - Properties 
- Background. The function ‘Stretch’ 
may be used to make the background 
design cover the entire screen. 
Thanks to the Themes in Win- 
dows 98 and ME, icons, mouse 
pointers, backgrounds and sounds 
may be replaced in one go. Some 
programs that employ this function 


may be found on the Internet. An 
attractive set of XP themes has been 
designed by Peter Wilcox [5]. This 
set is available for downloading from 
Peter’s own website or one of the 
many freeware and shareware sites. 
After the installation process, you'll 
find three XP themes in the Theme 
overview, and you may choose the 
one you like best. 

Of course, we should not forget to 
install a matching screensaver. With- 
out doubt, the finest is Serenescreen 
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WindowBlinds is the first utility of its kind. It extends Windows XP, Windows 98, ME, NT, and 2000 to have a fully 
skinnable user interface. You can change the style of title bars, buttons, toolbars and much more. It gives you total 
control over your graphical user interface. Click here to see it in action and click here to learn more about it. 
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[6]. The fish swimming around in the aquar- 
ium are so lifelike you’ll have to suppress a 
tendency to start cleaning the inside of your 
CRT every week. The full program costs just 
$20 but the demo version (with a limited 
number of fish) is too good to miss. 

Unfortunately, all of the above ‘ersatz’ 
does not result in a perfect imitation of the XP 
desktop. Where, you may ask, are the 
extended Start menu, the restyled Taskbar or 
the windows with rounded corners? To get all 
this, you'll need a bigger gun like Window- 
blinds [7] from the Stardock company. This 
program allows you to restyle almost all of 
Window's appearance. It is even possible to 
transform your PC into a Macintosh computer, 
complete with function buttons moved to the 
appropriate locations in the windows (just as 
with a real Mac). Windowblinds is not a low- 
cost program. Fortunately, a demo version is 
available which is certainly worth trying. 
Although Windowblinds comes with two so- 
called ‘skins’, many more of these are avail- 
able on the net — just have a look at Skinz 
and WinCustomize [8]. 

The same company also supplies a dedi- 
cated program, Objectbar [9] for the Start 
Menu. 

After all this surfing and downloading, 
your version of Windows will look totally dif- 
ferent and computer illiterates and colleagues 
may even think you've the very latest OS run- 
ning on your PC. Without admirers around, 
you may like the new look of your desktop so 
much you're won over to buying the real 
thing after all. 
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Internet addresses 


[I] XP Icons: 
http://camtech2000.net/Pages/XPlcons.html 

[2] XP Icon Raider: 
www. skylarkutilities.com/ 
program.pcs?xp-icon-raider 

[3] Windows eXperience: 
www.isenhower.com/XP/wallpaper.htm 

[4] Win XP Wallpaper: 
http://sardaukar.planetarrakis.net/ 
wallpaper. htm 

[5] Windows XP Theme 2 van Peter Wilcox: 
http://pages. prodigy.net/i-pedro2 

[6] SereneScreen: 
www.serenescreen.com 

[7] Windowblinds: 
www.stardock.com/products/windowblinds 
www.windowblinds.net/ 

[8] Skins voor Windowblinds: 
www.skinz.org 
www.wincustomize.com 

[9] ObjectBar: 
www.stardock.com/products/objectbar/ 


download.htm 
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